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Inauguration Day General Information January 20, 2009

Persons needing special assistance from 
charter bus parking areas to the National 
Mall area should contact a parking area 
volunteer for assistance; volunteers are 
stationed throughout the parking areas.

Prohibited Items...
As a security precaution, the following items will be prohibited from the Inaugural Parade route, the White House 
reviewing stand and the Inaugural balls:

Firearms, ammunition, explosives, weapons of any kind, aerosols, supports for signs and placards, packages, cool-
ers, thermal or glass containers, backpacks, bags exceeding size restrictions (8”x 6”x 4”), laser pointers, animals 
other than helper/guide dogs, structures, bicycles and any other items determined to be a potential safety haz-
ard. With respect to signs and placards, items must be made of cardboard, poster board or cloth and have dimen-
sions no greater than three (3) feet in width, twenty (20) feet in length and one-quarter (1/4) inch in thickness. 

Surrendered items will not be returned, nor available for pick-up.

Seven Tips To Success..
Note your surroundings. Take a picture. Look at 1. 
street signs.
Note your bus number and name.2. 
Designate a bus captain.3. 
Have a roster of passengers with cell phone 4. 
numbers.
Agree on a meeting time back on the bus.5. 
Use the buddy system - make sure your seat-6. 
mate makes it back.
Take attendance before leaving.7. 

Special Needs Assistance

Washington, DC...
Has a distinct street naming system based on quadrants. 
Always pay attention to the suffix (NW, NE, SW, SE) of the 
street name to locate it properly.

Arrival Time... 
For the Swearing-In Ceremony, security checkpoints will 
open for ticketed guests at 8:00 am, and the musical pre-
lude begins at 10:00 am. The Joint Congressional Commit-
tee on Inaugural Ceremonies advises arriving no later than 
9:00 am to ensure that you are through the checkpoints 
by the time the program begins. Screening will end when 
the program begins at 11:30 am and late arrivals will not 
be able to enter the grounds.

Remember...
To note down your parking 
location here. This will help 
you find your way to and from 
the National Mall. 
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